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SPRING WITHOUT BASEFALL? 


ANNCR: 

THE SPRING SEASON IS FAST APPROACHING, BUT SO FAR SOME- 
THING HERE It! THE UNITED STATES IS MISSING, AS CHARLES 
MEDD POINTS OUT Ii THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

ACCORDING TO THE CALENDAR, SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE 
CORNER, BUT YOU CAH'T PROVE THAT TO THE AVERAGE AMERICAN, 
THE CONFUSION BEGAN !'HEN THE MO!!ITH OF MARCH == WHICH IS 
SUPPOSED TO ENTER LIME A LION AND DEPART LIKE A LAMB -- 
REFUSED TO FOLLOW THE STANDARD SCRIPT. INSTEAD, MARCH 
ARRIVED WITH UNSEASONABLY WARM TEMPERATURES THAT BROUGHT 
THE SPRING FLOWERS TO FULL BLOOM WEEKS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
AND IN TIME TO BEAR THE DRUNT OF A DELAYED WINTER SNO\!FALL. 

BUT IT'S NOT THE STRANGE VISION OF YELLOW! FORSYTHIA 
OR PINK CHERRY BLOSSOMS SHROUDED IN SNO!! THAT IS TROUSLING. 
WHAT BOTHERS MOST OF US IS THAT ABOVE ALL THE COMING 
OF SPRING MEANS THE COMING OF BASEBALL, THE TINE WHEN 
THE NATION'S PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES HEAD SOUTH FOR 
THEIR PRE-SEASON TRAINING SESSICNS. BUT THIS YEAR, FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN THIS CEtTURY, THE PRACTICE FIELDS ARE EMPTY. 

THE REASONS FOR THIS NATIONAL DILEMMA IS A LABOR- 
MANAGENENT DISPUTE, WITH COMPLEX LEGAL OVERTONES, INVOLVING 
ON THE ONE SIDE THE TEAI! OWNERS WHO PAY THE SALARIES AND 
THOSE WHO PLAY THE GAME FOR A LIVING. THE ATHLETES -- 
ORGANIZED INTO A KII!D OF TRADE UNIOM -- ARE UNHAPPY WITH 


THE OWNERS' RIGHT TO DECIDE HO!! LONG THEY WILL PLAY 
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FOR A GIVEN TEAM AND JUST WHERE AND '/HEN THEY WILL BE 
TRADED TO A COMPETITOR. THE PLAYE®S ARE DEMANDING THE RIGHT 
TO SIGN CONTRACTS FOR A SPECIFIC NUMBER OF YEARS AFTER 
WHICH THEY THEMSELVES COULD PICK AND CHOOSE THEIR OWN 
EMPLOYERS. 

SO FAR, THE COURTS HAVE AGREED WITH THE PLAYERS, 
SAYING THEY DESERVE THE SANE RIGHTS PREVIOUSLY ACCORDED 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES. BUT THE OWNERS ARGUE THAT 
GIVING IN WOULD HA'!D THE PLAYERS TOO MUCH BARGAINING POWER 
ANO WOULD ALLOW RICH TEAMS TO BUY UP ALL THE TALENT. 

THEY ARE CLEARLY WORRIED ASOUT WHAT HAPPENED ONE YEAR 

AGO \’HEH ONE OF THE GANE'S FItisT PITCHERS -- AFTER VINNING 
A LEGAL DECISIO?! -- AUCTIONED HIMSELF OFF TO THE HIGHEST 
SIDDER. THE PRICE WAS A STAGGERING THREE AND ONE-HALF 
MILLION DOLLARS. 

AT THIS POINT, THE OWNERS ARE DEFYING THE COURTS 
BY THAT AGE-OLD NANAGE?E!:T TACTIC KNO!T! AS THE "LOCKOUT." 
AS A RESULT, THE TRAINING FIELDS ARE EMPTY, THE PLAYERS ARE 
NOT PRACTISING, AND THE FAIS -- WHO IN THE END NUST PAY THE 
BILLS -- ARE WONDERING WHAT HAPPEIIED TO BASEBALL. AND 
SINCE SPRING CANNOT REALLY BEGIN WITHOUT THE GAME, IT MAY 
BE THAT CONGRESS, OR EVEN THE PRESIDENT, WILL HAVE TO TAKE 
EMERGENCY STEPS TO GET THIS YSAR'S MIXED UP CALDENDAR 
BACK TO NORMAL. 


JS/PBM 


